
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 7/19/22 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Gn 18:20-32 
Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8  (Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me) 
Col 2:12-14 
Lk 11:1-13  

GOSPEL: 
• They ask Jesus to teach them to pray as John did - verbal prayer.  He had;t taught them prayers at 

this point?  Interesting?  What do you think about that? 
• He presents the Our Father - a wonderfully compact prayer, that is so amazingly complete. 

• What are the parts of the prayer that stand out most to you? 
• Jesus then launches into a parable.   

• He presents a human dilemma that they can relate to.  One of a person in need and another who 
is not obliged to respond.  What is behind the unwillingness to help? 

• Two reasons to respond (1) friendship, (2) persistence of the asker.  What is Jesus trying to say 
here?  Have you been in either of these two positions?  How did you respond? 

• The point of the parable after the Our Father … is what? 
• Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find.  Does this mean anything?  If I ask God to 

help me seek and find a person I want to murder, would He do it?  What is Jesus trying to say? 
• He again makes a connection to human relationships.  As much as a parent would not give a bad 

thing to their child, neither would God.  What does this say about what God will give … and not 
give?  What is actually say you should be seeking to find? 

FIRST READING: 
• Continuation of last week. Abraham and the 3 figures.   
• Classic negotiation scene - bring Abraham with you when you buy a used car! 
• What are the points he brings up with he Lord to stay the divine punishment? 

• Notice that Abraham assumes that God will destroy - God has not said so at this point.  
Abraham likely knew of the cities, and maybe presumes what the Lord’s judgement will be. 

• Notice the “I will go down” yet the two others go down.  One figure is called the Lord - but who 
are the other two (identified as angles in 19:1)?  Where is the presence of God?  Is talking with an 
angel like talking to God?  The trinitarian mystery, the mysteriousness of the presence of God. 

• What do you think would have happened if Abraham hadn’t stopped his bargaining? 

SECOND READING: 
• Baptism involves a burial and raising.  Union with the Body of Christ incorporates one into the 

whole life of the Body. 
• Notice that “you were dead” does not mean bodily death in this case, “being brought to life” is 

also something unique.  What’s he talking about here? 
—-Closing Prayer 


